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'activists'. They conduct purges of their defective
members, and they encourage voluntary resignations from
children who feel unahle to comply with their vigorous
discipline.1
Induction * is a great step in the life of a young person *„
The function of Komsomols might be described as the
education of Soviet Youth for citizenship.' There is a
strict discipline among members and a high standard of
morality and public spirit. Thus when a soldier at the
front heard that his wife wished to be unfaithful to him,
the soldier wrote to his rayon Komsomol Committee asking
the Committee to use this instance as a means of propaganda
against loose attitudes towards the family and marriage.2
Kalinin illustrated another of the functions of Komsomols
by saying that such k problem as the struggle for the potato
harvest must be put before people in the light of the national
need* * Of course/ said Comrade Kalinin, ' the peasant
girl may say to you: " How can I strike the enemy with
potatoes? " Such an attitude must be explained away by a
discussion of the " vital importance of food supplies for the
Red Army " '.3
It is among school-children that Komsomols have their
greatest influence. They organise mass service, such as
cutting firewood for schools, repairing and redecorating
classrooms, and helping local Soviets to register seven-
year-olds for school attendance. But their zeal does not
end with these welcome and boy-scout-like activities.
They exert an influence which has sometimes amounted to
interference on school life. They organise discussions with
parents on new measures, such as the abolition of co-
education. And in the past they have exerted an undue
influence even on the appointment of teachers. 'In
1 In the Omsk "Oblast a young person voluntarily resigned because
after reading the Komsomol statute * he decided he was not capable
of living up to it *. Kom. Pravda, 3*6.45.
* Kom. Pravda, 1.4.45.
3 Kalinin's speech was made in 1942, but this reference appeared
in Kom. Pravda, 11.3.45.

